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to the Emperor and his spouses, for his learning and charm of man-
ners. Restrained and sober, Khusrau's only wife was a daughter of
Mirza Aziz Koka; on his mother's side, he was the adoptive son-in-
law of Raja Man Singh, WithChughtai and Amber blood in his
veins, Khusrau could be depended upon to maintain intact the policy
of religious equality and toleration initiated by Akbar. Not so Salim.
He had leaned heavily on the critics of Dm-i-lllahi to gain support
for his revolt, and had thus come to be regarded as an orthodox
Muslim purist hostile to the reformist movement started by his
father. This line of argument was likely to clinch the issue inso-
far as Akbar was concerned. The ladies, the plotters reckoned,
would fall in line once it was known that the Emperor was ranged
against Salim.
High-level lobbying for Khusrau and against Salim led Akbar to
a stage of doubt and indecision where he was prepared to rely on
omens, and thus leave the choice to what he repeatedly called the
unseen hand of the All-Knowing, Ail-Powerful Creator of the Uni-
verse. Perhaps to ascertain His will, the Emperor arranged a
fight between the two equally famed and equally mighty elephants,
Giranbar owned by Salim and Abrup of the stables of Khusrau.
Nearly the whole of Agra turned out to see what promised to be a
close and fierce bout. Tents were pitched around the arena for
royal spectators. Akbar and Prince Khurram sat in the red pavilion
on the east. Salim and Khusrau took their seats, with their suppor-
ters, under shamianas pitched in the northern and southern corners.
Before the fight started they paraded on their eye-catching horses
all around the arena. The senior ladies in their colourful costumes
gathered inside a tent on the west. The two animals condition-
ed for the occasion with meals of vitalizing herbs and honey, came
out smartly from the north and south, and fell upon each other at a
signal given from the back of a referee elephant near the Emperor's
pavilion. A howl went up as Giranbar knocked out his adversary
With a ferocious thrust of his massive head. Abrup was so severely
mauled that the referee sent another elephant, Ranthaman, to his
aid. Salim's supporters objected strongly to this interference and
pelted Ranthaman with stones, wounding both the animal and the
driver. Akbar was upset and sent a message to Salim that he
should stop his followers from breaking the rules of the game.
The Prince replied that the pelting did not have his sanction, but
that he would do whatever he could to separate the elephants. There-